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A GERMAN C O m I A L  CAAIPAIGN. 

THE. OPERATIOSS AOAIKST THE BOSDELSZWARTS AP\D 

HEREROS FROM THE BEGIKXING O F  OCTOBER, 1903, 
TO 3 1 s ~  JULY, 1905. 

Compiled by the 2nd Bureau of the French General -Staff. 

Translated, by permission of the French Ninister of War, from the 
Revue Yili tairc dea rlrmica Etrangtres. 

Continucd from Fcbrttarg' JOURNAL, 'p. 207, und copluded. 

THE exhaustion of the troops, after the privations and fatigues 
of thc last few days, as well as the imposs,ibility of discovering on 
the morning of the 12th the direction taken by the main body of 
thc enemy, preventcd an immediate pursuit. It was only on t h e  
13,th that  the detachmcnta von der Heydc, von Nuhlenfels, and 
Deimling were moved in a column, from Hamakari on Omutjatjewa 
(30 kilometre+lSI miles). B u t  it was soon seen, as had already been 
experienced at Otjosiisu, in the month of April preceding, tha t  the 
march in  a single column of such strong units could not be pro- 
longed for any length of time. The turf was destroyed and the 
water resource.8 exhausted, becaqse the  Hereros Lad camped in tho 
region from May to the beginning of July, then after them had come 
the detachment von Estorff, The column had consequently to bc brokeii 
up and distributed between the different water points in  the 
Hamakari Vallcy.' 

On the  15th August the detachment von EstorE, which also had 
been set in motion on the 13th in a south-easterly direction, overtook 
at .Omatupa (on the Omuramba) some strong bodies of Hereros and 
captured from them a number of cattle. Although it was not, 
however, known that this was the  main force of the encmy, it was 
necessary in any case to prevent them retreating towards the north 
on Grootfontein and Otawi, or towards the east into a part of the 
Colonel which was now almost pacified. 

IVon Lobell's '' Jahrcsberichtc dcr Militiirisclien Wissenchnften," 
XXXIth Vol. The Herero Rising, p. 483. 

x 2  
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336 A GERMAN COLONIAL CAMPAIGN. 

To effect this:- 
Colonel Deimling moved with 4 companies and a battery aad a 

half' in  two columns on, Owikokorcro, which he  reached on the 25th 
August, after having detached a company to occupy Otjosondu; 

Najor vcn- Reitzenstein (replacing temporarily Najor von 
Niihlenfels, sick) advanced with 3 companies, 1 battery, a detachment 
of machine guns, and a half company of Witbois' 011 Otjekongo, 
where he arrived on the 26th; 

Finally, Major von Estorff, reinforced by a part  of the detach- 
ment von der Heyde, rnovcd with 5 companies, 2 batteries, 1 de- 
t'achment of macliinc guns, and a half company of Bastardd on 
Okosondusu, searching all the country lying between the Omurambac 
u-Omatako and the middle Eiseb (Epata). 

On the extreme right, one company,' reinforced by two macliine 
guns under the orddrs of Captain von Heydenbrcck, was sent on the 
28th August from Windhoek to Epukiro; on the 2nd September 
another company' was despatched from the same point towards Oas. 

On the extreme .left, Lieutenant Volkmann held the fords 
of the Omurambp, to  the east of the Waterberg, with 1 Company,' 2 
machine guns, and 2 guns. 

Captain von Fiedler mas left on the Waterberg with 2 companies 
and 1 battery.' 

On the  29th, Samuel Naherero and his principal captains werc 
reported to be in force yitli a large quantity of cattle m the Otjimbinde- 
Otjomaso-Okowindombo region. 

Colonel Deimling was immediately recalled to thc Upper Eiseb, 
which his two columus reached on the 3rd September,-at Gobaliene 
and Otjekongo. 

A t  this date the three detachments, Deimling, Reitzenstcin, and 
Estorff, were distributed round the enemy on an enveloping line 
marked by Gobahene, Otjekongo, Okosondusu, where Lieutenant 
Volkmann, who had found the  region of the middle Omurambrr com- 
pletely free, had come ta join Major von Estorff. 

The Hereros did not wait the  completion of this converging move 
ment. On the 3rd September they attacked Lieutenant Volkmqm 
with a part  of their forces, and under cover of this diversion;at- 
teniptcd to slip away wit11 their cattle in the direction of Epukiro, 
ivhich was still free. -They counted without the arrival of Captain 
von Heydenbreck on the 8th a t  Epukiro, and without the vigorous 

'Companies 1, 2, 3, 1, and G of tho 2nd Regiment, the 6th Battery, 
rbnd linlf thc 1st. 

a Companies 9, 10, and 11, of the 1st Regiment, tho Gth Battery, hnd 
Durr detachment of niachino guns. 
. 'Companies 1, 2, 4, 5, and 7 of tho 1st Regiment, the 3rd and 4th 
Batteries, and Saurmn detachment of mnchinc guns. 

'Tho 5th Company of the 2nd Regiment, which, on account of tho 
delays in discmbarking, was unablc to take part in the morcmcnt on the 
Waterberg. 

The 2nd Company being detachcd to Otjosondu. 

' Tho 7th Company of tho 2nd Reginicnt. 
'The 3rd Companx of tho 1st Rcgimcnt. 
' Compnniw G nnd 8 of the 1st Rrgiment, nnd the 2nd Battery. 
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A GERMAN COLONIAL CAMPAION. 337 

offensive of Colonel Deimliug ggairist Randuwe, and of Najor **on 
Estorff against Oainaua-Naua; turned on all sides, they had to 
into the desert. It was not possible to follow them there before the 
rainy season. 

He resolved 
to prevent the Hereros from escaping from the desert, and let  them 
perish from exhaustion. It was a conception contrary to that which 
at the  outbreak of the insurrection, had caused the Glassenapp d c  
tachment to be directed towards the eastern limits of the Colony. 
The duty of this detachment was, as w e  know, to prevent the Hereror 
from passing the frontier with their herds. The blockade of the 
desert, on the contrary, forced them to  this. This modification of 
tlie initial plan of campaign was duc to the decision that it was much 
morc important to subdue the Vereros than to save their cattle. From 
the day, moreover, when, half voluntarily half by force, they entcred 
the desert, the cattle which remained to them were likely to bo so few 
tha t  the  question of taking trouble to preserve them i a s  no longer 
one for consideration. 

Some offensive movemelib undertaken a t  the end Of September by 
General von Trotha with tho detachments von Estorff, von hliihlenfels 
and Volkmann up to Nonjata, and by Colonel Deimling with 3 com- 
panies and 2 batteries up to Otjimanangombe, gave no results corn- 
mensuratc with the fatigue endured. Beginning with the first days 
of October, it mas considered sufficient to occupy the water points on 
tlie wvestern confines of tlic desert of the Oinaheke,.and to ensure 
the efficacy of the blockade by keeping on the move small liglit 
columns charged to prevent tho Hereros from creeping in small 
bodies past the posts. 

General von T r o t h  was now in a position to hope that in a short 
time hc would be able to  finish with the  insurrection, when news of 
exceptional gravity arrived suddenly a t  Headquarters. A telegram 
from Colonel Leutwin1 announced that the Witbois, the  sworn foes of 
the Hereros, had revolted in thei; turn (18th October), and tha t  tlieir 
Chief, the old Hendrik, whose troops had fought a t  the Waterberg 
side by side with thc Germans, had'solemnly declared war. 

After having disarmed all the  Hottentot auxiliaries, the Cqm- 
mander:in-Chief, as tlie most. pressing need, pithdrew from tlie 
blockading troops, 3 cDmpanies and a battery and a half,' aiid 
dircctcd them against the Witbois ; then handing over the direction 
of the operations in the north to Najor von BIiihlenfels, he left him- 
self for the  south. 

A t  tho beginning of November the positions of the German troops 
between Epukiro and the Omurambaa-Omahko were as follows :- 

The detachment von Humbracht (3 companies, 1 battery, 2 
machine guns, and 1 mitrailleuse), between Otjimanan- 
gombe and Eware, by Epukiro and Okahandja la Petite; 

1Somo ~rccks after this revolt, n-hich was as iinespectcd and unfore- 
seen RS that of the Hereros, Coldnel Leutwein was nuthorised to return 
t o  Germany; 110 trnnsfcrred the Ciril Government to  Grneral von Trothn, 
and embarked on the 27th November for home. 

'2nd Company of the 1st Regiment, tho 4th and 6th Companies of 
tli6 2nd Rcgimcnt, tho 6th Battery, and hnlf of tho 1st Battery. 

General von Trotha cmsequently modified his plan. 
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330 A GERMAN COLONIAL CAXPAIGN. 

Tho detachment, voq Reitzenstein (3 companies, 2 batteries, 
1 detachment of mitrailleuses), between Okowindombo and 
Okosondusu ; 

The detachment von EstorE (4 companies, 2 batteries, 1 de- 
tachment of mitrailleuses), between Owinaur-Naua and 
Epata; 

The detachment von Fiedler (2 companies, 1 battery, and about 
sixty of the garrison of Outjo), between Okauiidja on the 
Omuramba, IVaterberg, Otawi, and Naidaus; 

The detachmint Volkmann (1 company, 1 half battery, 2 mib 
railleuses), between Otjituo, Grootfontein, and Namutoni. 

Beforc tlic iiiccssaut and determiiicd movemeiits of thc  small1 
detachments in thcir pursuit, a number of the Hereros, including 
Samuel Alaharero, thb principal insurgent chief, passed into British 
territory, whero they were disarmed. In December the signs of the 
weakness of the enemy bccame very evident. Xumerous bodies of 
men, women, and crrttl?, who had perished from thirst, fatigue, or 
illness, testified to the misery of t h e  hunted bands. 

Thcse circumstances permitted .the calling on the blockading 
troops to send reinforcements to the south, where they were being im- 
patiently espected. 

Major von Niihleiifels took advantage of 'the rainy scasim to 
deal a last blow a t  some small bodies who were still moving, in 
January, in the miglibourhood of Epukiro, under the orders of the 
Chiefs William Maliarero and Traugott. 

Some mobilc columns, under the ordcrs of Jlajors von Estorff and 
von der Hcydc, chased them successively from the region' cdmprised 
between the Eiseb and the Epukiro, then from a water point situated 
some 40 kilometres (25 miles) to tlie 'south of Kalkfontein, where they 
were established on the 2nd Fcbruary. 

Some of the insurgeilk madc their submission; the others, with 
William hlalrerero and Traugott, disappeared to the east. . 

After having assured themselves that no body o! the enemy were 
to be found in the country comprised between Otjimanangombe and 
Gobabis, Majors von Estarff and von der IIeyde took up again, a t  
the  end of Februar , the pursuit, with the co-operation of Captain 

Dabis, Korikas, and Rietfontein, the length of the English frontier; 
everywhere they fouiid the encampments abandoned. 

I n  the first days of March there were no longer any Hereros in 
t h e  desert of the Omakeke; some had passed into the Kaukau Veldt, 
into tlie home of thc Ovambos, o r  into English territory; others had 
died from their privations in thc desert, while many had regained the 
interior of the Colony. A t  the end of October, some disorgsnised 
bands, without resources, for the most part deprived of their chiefs, 
who were dead, having made their submission or passed into Becliu- 
analand, .aerc seeking to return to the territories that  they inhabited 
before the insurrection, by attempting ta creep past in small groups 
through the net of surveillance established by the Germans. They suc- 
ceeded all tho more easily as they had no more cattle. 

. 

von nornardt, of t i' I C  garrisan of Gobabis. They pushed as far as 

* Detachments of various strength which could not, in any case, exceed 
a Company and 2 giins, on account of the almost coniplctc nbseneo of 
ar te r  in the desert, 
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A GEltAfhN COLOBIAL CAYPAION. 339 

It is impossible to form any idea, even approximately, of the 
number who thus returned to their original districts,-where they kept 
themselves hid in the brush\vood; it was sufficient in any case for 
tlie presence round the most populous centres of the Coloiiy of people 
reduced by the necesdty of liying to assassination and robbery, to con- 
stitute a great danger to the Colonists engaged in work, the convoys, 
isolated posts, heliograpliic stations, etc. 

The new duty was thus imposed then on the troops of dispersing 
the groups of plunderers aud of reestablishing order-the primordial 
comlition of tho revival of economic activity. 

A t  the commencemept of Narch the blockade of the desert mas 
raised, and the troops which'liad taken part in it were distributed in 
the different localities t o  the cast of the line Outjo-Windhoek. 

A t  the end of April the forces left in Damaraland, under the 
orders of Najor von Uihlenfels, in order to assure the pacification 
of tlic country and the security of the commuqications, comprised1:- 

a. A Headquarter. Staff; 
b. 10 companies of the 1st Regiment, 2 batteries and a half, 

c. 1 company and 3 dcp8t batteries; 
d. Some technical troops: 2 railway companies, the one for 

working and the other for construction and repairs'; a 
detachment of field telegraphists; a surveying group, 
and an electric light detachmen). for lighting the 
harbour of Swakopmund ; 

Some Etappcn and Train troops (3 Etappcn companies,*. a 
provision column, an auxiliary provision column, a 
sanitary half-convoy) ; 

2 machine guns, and 2 mitrailleuses; 

e. 

1 The greater part of tlie Expeditionary Corps mas emplogcd iii the 
The- different units distributed, n t  the cnd of 

1. The Headquarters Staff of the Commander-in-Chief, which 
includcd n signalling detachment, and other services ; 

2. Two Regiments of mounted infantry (the 1st Regiment, 11 Com- 
panies strong ; tho 2nd Regimelit, 12 Comyaiiies), 2 niicliiiie 

Two groups of artillcry (9 Ua&ries, of which 2 were mountain), 

Somo Dcp6t formations (4 Couipanies, 2 Battcrics) ; 
Some Technical troops (2 dctachinents of Ficld Telegraphists; 2 

l\'ireless Telcgrnphy dctaclimcnts ; 2 Elcctric Light dctazli- 
inents; 1 Railnny battalion of 3 Companies, one of which 
for working, nnd 2 for coiitriiction ; 1 Surrcging dctachmcnt); 

Tno Etape commands, nitli 4 Etappen Companies ; 1 Commissariat 
dctqchmcnt ; artillcry, remount, clothing, and camp dcpBts ; 
Medical Service ; 

7. Tlirco detachments of .5 provision columns, and 2 ausiliary 
convoys ; 

8. A sanitary hnlf-convoy. 

Soutli of thc Colony. 
April, over tho differcut thcatres of operations, were as follons :- . 

. gun detachments ; 

8 machine guns. 
3. 

4. 
5. 

6. 

*On the 18th May, .l!N5, tho line from Snnliopmund to  Otairi Gas, 
constructed for 177 kilometres (110) miles), up to Ongunti, 14 kilometres 
(8) milcs) from Rnribib. 

SThe Mnrine battalion had been sent homo during March, 1905. 
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340 A GERMAN COLONIAL CAYPAICN. 

f .  Some Services: 1 medical unit, with 3 stations. for sick, 3 
field hospitals, 7 Efappen hospitals, 1 dep6t for convales- 
cents, 1 *commissariat detachme’nt, and sundry other 
dep6ts (remount, artillery, clothing, and camp, and 
restrvc, hospital). 

The distribution of these different units, i s  indicated on the 
accompanying map. 

Q t * 
A White Book; dealing with the policy followed in  regard to the 

natives and the Herero rebellion, was laid before tho Reichstag a t .  

the  time of thc discussion of the Budget, 1905, and lias given in 
detail the policy followed in dealing with the natives and thc causes 
of tlie insurrection. It attributes to  the action of the traders and 
the encroachments of the Colonists only B secondary influence, and 
traces the real cause of tlie revolt to the spirit of independence which 
characterises the Hereros, “ to whom the increasing domination of 
the Germans had become insupportable, and who believed tliemsclves 
stronger than the whitcs.” The war that they entcrcd upon was for. 
them B veritable war’of liberation, in which they did not hesitate 
to urge upon their hereditary,enemies, the  Hottentots, to join them- 
victims like themselves to foreign oppression. “ Wc must expect,” 
wrote Colonel Leutwein, “to sec them figlit to their last cartridge, 
then with their assegaies, and check for a long time the development 
of farming.” 
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A tiEIIYAN COLONIAL CAMPAIGN. 341 

More than eighteen months have passed since the insurrection 
brokc out. Successive rkinforcements have -been sent out to thc 
number, on thc 31st July,-1905, of 15,734 men and 13,000 horses; 
the credits voted by the Reichstag, distributed over the three Budgets 
for 1903, 1904, and 1905, have risen to the sum of 185,940,950 marks 
(E9,093,359), and fn ' spite of the expenditure and tho efforts 
which liavc been made, no one can yit' see the end of the campaign. 
The Hereros bavc becn beaten, bu t  the The 
Hottentots show no signs of exhaustion! and the Ovambos havc not 
yet risen en musse, simply because their territories have up to the 
present been scrupulously.respected ; but on sevcral occasions t h y  have 
sho\m themselves 'aggressivc, and circumstances will pcrhaps not 
permit of deferring indefinitely an expcdition against these unsubdued 
peoplc, who believe themselves unconquerable. 

People arc asking themselves if ,  under these circumstances, the 
strength of the force engaged and the credits voted, which greatly 
exceed today the frost .pessimistic predictions at the beginning of 
tho campaign, will not-prove insufficient. The uneasiness which is 
manifesting itself in Germany on this subject does not appear exag- 
gerated; it is evident that  new sacrifices must bc made before complctc 
pacification will permit tho South-West African Colony to take up 
again the course of its normal devclopment. 

havc not submitted. 

1Thc operations against tho Hottentots will form thc subject of 
further study. 
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